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Soil Mixes for growing plants: 

Swan River Gardens 4-Way Mix:  This custom blend contains compost, peat moss, sand and fine 

bark.  This is what we plant our shrubs and trees in pots with.  It is a great mix 

for raised garden beds or to make any garden soil better.    This is the best 

choice for a new garden.  It can also be used in containers especially ones you 

want to grow vegetables in.  Annuals will do fine too but you may want to mix 

in some perlite to loosen the soil up even more.  Available in bulk for $57 per 

yard, $15 per 30 gallon trash can 0r $3 per 5 gallon bucket, not available in bag good s. 

Glacier Gold Gro×ÅÒȭÓ "ÌÅÎÄ 0ÏÔÔÉÎÇ 3ÏÉÌȡ  Another fine local product that contains compost, 

perlite, coconut coir and peat moss.  This is a premium blend for gardeners 

who grow plants that are a little bit fussy about soil conditions.   For container 

plantings this mix will drain well and offer a little more nutrient from the 

compost than plain potting soil.  It is what Swan River Gardens uses to plant 

the majority of our annuals in pots and our custom container plantings.  You 

can usually get 2-3 seasons out of this mix in your containers if you add a little compost in spring.  
Available in bag goods for $7.95 per 1.5cf bag or in bulk for $98 per cubic yard, $19 per 30 gallon trash 

can 0r $4 per 5 gallon bucket . 

Products to Improve Your Soil: 

Glacier Gold Compost: Locally produced compost made of forest products, organic matter & bio-

solids.  Bio-solids are waste from sewage treatment.  In large urban areas, 

such material has been found to be contaminated with toxic waste but here in 

the Flathead Valley we do not have the kind of industry that contaminates the 

waste stream therefore we can say with confidence that Glacier Gold Compost 

is safe to use.  Use it  to amend garden soil to add nutrients and texture.  You 

can use it to rejuvenate container soil and to top dress the strawberry or raspberry patch in spring.  

With very high nutrient value, this is GOOD STUFF!  Available in bag goods for $5.95 per 1.5cf bag or 

in bulk for $48 per cubic yard, $12 per 30 gallon trash can 0r $ 3 per 5 gallon bucket. 

Soil Pep:   This product is like the ugly stepsister to compost but most gardeners have a good use 

for it and some even swear by it.  It is used to amend garden soil to improve 

texture & break up clay.  Soil pep is an excellent clay buster!  It can also be 

used as mulch to top dress perennial beds or fruit patches.  It is less formal 

than bark or rock and does not contain weed seed so it can be an excellent for 

weed suppression.  It is made up of finely ground bark & chips and does not 

have much nutrient value.   You should add compost to it or use granulated fertilizer to amend soil 

pÅÐȭÓ ÎÕÔÒÉÅÎÔ ÌÅÖÅÌÓȢ Available in bag goods for $4.95 per 1.5cf bag or in bulk for $37 per cubic yard, 

$10 per 30 gallon trash can 0r $2 per 5 gallon bucket . 
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Products for Mulch:  Mulch serves several important purposes in the garden world.  They are 

a great way to save time in the garden.  Mulch can help suppress weeds and hold moisture in.  For 

some plants such as clematis mulch helps keep roots cool, something the vine needs for good 

flowering.  Mulch also makes good paths to keep mud off fÅÅÔȟ ÂÏÔÈ ÙÏÕÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÅÔȭÓȢ   All types 

of Swan River Garden's bark mulch are available in bulk for $48 per cubic yard, $12 per 30 gallon trash 

can 0r $3 per 5 gallon bucket. Small and medium barks are also available in 2cf bags for $4.95 each . 

Mini Bark:  Made up of finely ground bark, this product is excellent for both moisture retention and 

weed suppression.  It is good for perennial beds and will break down over several seasons after 

which you can till it in.   

Small Bark:  These uniform pieces of conifer bark work for well for paths.  The small 

pieces are easy and safe to walk on but do not scuff up easily.  Small bark is also 

good for a clean look under shrubs and like all mulch helps hold moisture in and 

keep roots cool. 

Medium Bark:  Larger pieces of chipped conifer bark are great for mulch around 

large shrubs and trees.   The look is clean and finished.  Use at least a 3 inch layer for 

good weed suppression. 

Supreme Walk On Bark:  This is a blended product with medium and large bark 

chips plus shredded pieces of wood.  The great advantage of Walk On Bark is that it 

ÈÏÌÄÓ ÉÎ ÐÌÁÃÅ ×ÅÌÌȟ ÅÖÅÎ ÏÎ ÓÌÏÐÅÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÖÁÒÉÅÄ ÓÉÚÅÓ ÏÆ ÍÁÔÅÒÉÁÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÉÔ ÔÏ ȬËÎÉÔȭ 

together and stay in place.  It is a good choice for mulching shrubs and trees or for 

paths.   

Swan River Gardens carries all these products throughout the season.   We can load them for you in 

your truck or trailer.  We also offer delivery for a fee based on mileage.    Assorted other goods are 

also available in bag goods.  You can find products like manure, peat moss and organic potting soil 

in our bag good lineup.  Come see us and let our Swan River Gardens ÅØÐÅÒÔȭÓ help you select the 

product you need.  We look forward to showing you our mountains of mulch!   

 

 

(Soil  + Mulch  = Success ) 
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How Much Mulch? 
 

Mulch is usually sold by the cubic yard, and that can leave gardeners 
scratching their heads when trying to figure out how much to buy. Here is an easy way: 

 
1. First, find out the size of the area you want to cover in square feet. 

This is easy; just multiply the length of your garden by the width. 
 

2. Next, decide how deep you want your mulch to be, in inches. 
A couple of inches are usually sufficient. 

 
3. Now multiply the size of your garden in 

square feet (#1) by the depth of your mulch in inches (#2). 
 

4. Divide the number you get in #3 by 324. 
This is the number of cubic yards of mulch you will need to cover your garden. 

 

 

 


